
Dear Colleagues

The international health crisis shows no sign of abating and we continue to follow national advice 

on social distancing and isolation at home. We hope all are well and coping with these difficult 

circumstances.

To allow the University to remain operational we will introduce Directed Remote Learning (DRL) 

from 19th April and Faculties will be liaising with staff this week. Traditionally, campus-based 

courses are delivered through a combination of lectures, tutorials and laboratories but this is simply 

not possible across remote locations. Distance delivery needs a complete paradigm shift to be 

suitable for remote learning. 

DRL is built around core topics (or tasks) and allows the student to learn through completing the 

tasks which serve as an appropriate focus for the subject matter. Most of the course materials for 

Semester 2 will have been developed and we need to reconfigure this material to allow remote 

delivery. Students will be able to access materials and plan their work for a time that suits their 

particular circumstances. It is NOT online delivery but simply uses technology to support learning. 

The use of formative assessment will support students as they study remotely and should be 

aligned to specific tasks. We will adopt continuous summative assessment for Semester 2 

courses this year and rationalize the number. 

Students will normally follow four courses during the semester which is a manageable load. 

Students will be notified of the scheduling of tasks through email and we will ensure that materials 

will not require significant download capacity. Indeed, the core task can be emailed to students.

The University will also ensure a range of services are available to support students during this 

difficult period. We will be providing email and/ or phone contacts for the following:

• Counselling

• Information Technology

• Learning Resources

• Career Guidance Services

• Registration

• Academic Support Services

We welcome input from staff to develop this approach and provide the best learning opportunities 

for students in these difficult circumstances. Thank you for your support. Keep safe. 
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